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trade of the Chinese at Jyekundo, the wants of the people
are few and inexpensive; lastings, shirtings, flour, tea,
vinegar, red leather, tobacco, and chinaware are the prin-
cipal goods sold or exchanged by them for the products
enumerated.

The copperware and saddlery used in the country are
manufactured at the capital of Derge (Derge dron-cher), or
at Lit'ang, and the few pieces of ironware required come
from Ta-chien-lu. Traders from Lh'asa visit Jyekundo
every year when on their way to Ta-chien-lu, and supply
it and the whole of eastern Tibet with cloth (truk), out
of which the gowns of the wealthier class and all lamas'
clothes are made.

The Chinese traders are mostly 3hen-hsi men from near
Esi-an Pu. They are known in western China as lao-
slian, and are by far the most enterprising of their class
in northern and western China. They are authorized to
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trade in Tibet by the authorities of Ssu-ch'uan, who
grant them yearly permits, a system unfortunately not
known to the Kan-su officials, who by their forty days*